New Germany Rural High School

English Language Arts 8

Teacher:  Mr. M. Howlett

Room: 310

Email:  howlettm@staff.ednet.ns.ca
Phone: 644-5000

Course Overview:

English 8 is a full year course designed to engage students in variety of reading, writing, speaking and listening activities.  Students will have the opportunity to work collaboratively and independently to discuss, plan, organize and create a wide range of products.  Students are expected to be active participants and attentive listeners during class.  A major focus of the course is for students to apply the concepts and material they are learning in class to their own lives.
Course Topics: (may include)

Novel Study         Short Stories      Poetry     Drama      Essay Writing    Creative Writing

Media Literacy     Film Study      Practical Writing
Materials:

Students must bring all necessary materials to class daily.  If a student cannot obtain certain materials, please see Mr. Howlett.  
· Binder with lined paper

· Spiral notebook or journal

· Pens, pencils, coloured pencils, markers

· Scissors, glue

Assessment:  Students will be assessed both formally and informally throughout the year.  Parents/Guardians can track their child’s progress by using the ParentPortal on PowerSchool at the following website:  

https://sisssrsb.ednet.ns.ca/public/
Evaluation Breakdown:

Students will be assessed in several categories including:
Assignments: (formative, “the learning journey” and summative, “the learning destination”)
Reading Workshop: (independent reading, reflection, review)

Writing Portfolio: (Demonstration of the “writing process” including checklists, rough work, essays work and research, creative writing, reflection, self/peer assessments)

Essays: formal writing assignments.
Tests/Quizzes:
This year, a percentage grade will be used to assess student work as follows:

90-100%- Demonstrates thorough understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.

80-89% - Demonstrates very good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.

70-79% - Demonstrates good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.

60-69% - Demonstrates satisfactory understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.

50-59%- Demonstrates limited understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes.

Below 50%- Has not met minimum requirements of the course

INS - Insufficient evidence to determine a grade

IP – In progress until all components of the course are completed.
 General Course Outcomes:  
Speaking and Listening

· Reflect on and apply course material to their own lives through speaking and listening

· Communicate ideas thoughtfully and clearly

· Be courteous and respectful of others 

Reading and Viewing

· Read and understand a variety of texts (novels, short stories, poetry, media…)

· Gather information from multiple texts
· Conduct meaningful research

· Recognize the purpose of various texts and critically respond to them

Writing and other ways of Representing

· Write for a variety of audiences and purposes
· Create a wide range of texts (written, visual)

· Communicate ideas clearly and properly (spelling, grammar, usage)

Classroom Expectations/Attendance:

All students are expected to arrive to class daily and on time.  Like any course at NGRHS attendance is mandatory and crucial to student success.  Once in class, students are asked to respect the learning environment.  Any behaviour which is disruptive or disrespectful will not be tolerated.

Late Assignments/Extra Help:
Students who fail to complete assignments by the expected due date will be referred to the assignment completion process.

Any student who requires additional time or instruction with assignments or course material should meet with Mr. Howlett to arrange extra help.

Communication:  

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions or concerns regarding the course or your child’s progress.  
Updated information about your child’s attendance, assignments and marks can be found on PowerSchool.
Parents/Guardians:  Please sign below and feel free to provide an email address where I can reach you if necessary.

Signature:____________________

Email: ____________________________

